is lest continual attendance and business, together wibh these cares, and want of time to do my weak body right this spring hy diet and physic, will cast me down ; and then it will be thought feigning or fainting. But I hope in G-od I shall hold out. God prosper you.
This was upon the first rumor of what was coming; before the Committee had reported upon the petition. But he had not heard all. For close upon the first revelation came a second which was like it. A man who had formerly been his client had a suit in Chancery of long standing about a disputed will. Bacon when he became Lord Keeper found it among the arrears of the Court, and made an order in it, the effect of which would have been to remove it to the Prerogative Court in the first instance, and thence for final decision to the King's Bench. It was arranged, however, upon a petition to the King from one of the parties, that the business should be referred to Bacon's arbitration, who undertook to make an end of it according to justice and conscience, having first bound both parties in 10,000 marks to stand to his award. But when his decision was pronounced, his old client (who thought that in the mean time he had made sure of a decree in his own favor) was greatly disappointed ; and (being one of many who have no respect for arbitration when the decision goes against them) refused to obey. Whereupon a new bill was exhibited in Chancery, a,nd Bacon ordered the bond of 10,000 marks to be assigned to the other party, "and he to put the same in suit in his Lordship's name." His decision, being again in accordance with the award which he had made as arbitrator, was again, of course, unwelcome to the recusant party; who, finding no justice in Chancery, was now fain to try the King's Bench, and found means to bring his claim in another form before that Court; but still with no better success, for judgment went against
